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longer inhabitants of this world but of heaven, where their thoughts and
affections were placed, and whither they directed all their actions, even
their necessary attention to temporal concerns. If the generality of
Christians nowadays esteem and set their hearts so much on earthly goods,
and so easily lose sight of eternity in the course of their actions, they are
no longer animated by the spirit of the primitive saints, and are become
children of this world, slaves to its vanities and to their own irregular
passions. If we do not correct this disorder of our heart, and conform
our interior to the spirit of Christ, we cannot be entitled to his promises.

The following feasts are celebrated en October 26 :

In the dioceses of Scotland, ST BEAN, an Irishman, first Bishop of Murthlach, a see afterwards
transferred to Aberdeen: ST EVARISTUS, Pope and martyr: ST LUCIAN and ST MARCIAN, who,
living in the darkness of idolatry, applied themselves to the study of the black art, but were
converted to the faith on finding that their charms had no power over a Christian virgin and that
evil spirits were defeated by the sign of the cross; they were burned alive, singing hymns of praise
and thanksgiving to God ere they expired in the flames.
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ST FRUMENTIUS, BISHOP, CONFESSOR, APOSTLE

OF ETHIOPIA
(FOURTH AGE)

[See Rufinus, Hist. lib. i. c. 19; Theodoret, lib. i. c. 22; St Athan. Apol. i, p, 696; Socrates,
lib. i. c. 19 ; Sozomen, lib. ii. c. 24 ; Hennant, Vie de St Athanase, t. ii. p. 240 ; Tillemont,
t. vii. p. 284, t. viii. p. 13 ; Montfaucon Vit. St Athan. p. 15, t. i. ; Op. St Athan. ; Job
Ludolf (who died at Francforfc, in 1704, and is famous for his travels, and skill in the Ethopian
and other Oriental languages), Hist. -flEthiop. lib. iii. c. 7, n. 17, et Comment, in eandem
Hist. p. 280 ; Le Quien, Or. Chr. t. ii. p. 643.]

A CERTAIN philosopher named Metrodorus, out of curiosity and a desire
of seeing the world and improving his stock of knowledge, made several
voyages, and travelled both into Persia and into farther India, which name
the ancients gave to Ethiopia. At his return he presented Constantine
the Great, who had then lately made himself master of the East, with a
quantity of diamonds and other precious stones and curiosities, assuring
that prince his collection would have been much more valuable had not
Sapor, King of Persia, seized on the best part of his treasure. His success
encouraged Meropius, a philosopher of Tyre, to undertake a like voyage
upon the same motive. Meropius carried with him two of his nephews,
Frumentius and Edesiu*, with whose education he was entrusted. In the
course of their voyage homewards the vessel touched at a certain port to
take in provisions and fresh water. The barbarians of that country, who
were then at war with the Romans, stopped the ship, and put the whole
crew and all the passengers to the sword except the two children who were
studying their lessons under a tree at some distance. When they were
found, their innocence, tender age, and beauty pleaded strongly in their
favour, and moved the barbarians to compasaion; and they were carried